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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  1961 


Tos  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Wells  City  Council 

Mr .Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  of 
the  Borough  during  1961. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS  I96I 


Area  of  Borough  (in  acres)  ... 
Population  (mid-year  196l)  • » • 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 
Rateable  Value  ...  .a.  ... 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  . . . 


1,336 

6,750 

2,246 

£100,344 

£395 


MAIN  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1961 


(With  comparative  figures  for  Somerset  and  England  &  Wales  where  available) 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

M 

F 

Total 

Legitimate 

55 

45 

100 

Illegitimate 

— 

2 

2 

Totals 

55 

47 

102 

Rate  per  1 ,000  population 

•  0  •  • 

ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS 
(Per  cent  of  total  live  births) 


Wells  Somerset  England 

Recorded  Corrected  &  Wales 


6,215 

15.1  15.2  16.56  17.4 

(corrected) 


1.96  4.53 
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STILL  BIRTHS 


F  Total 


Wells 

Recorded  Corrected 


M 


Somerset 


Legitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

Totals 

1 

— 

1 

Rate  per  1 ,000 

live 

and  still  births 

9*7 

18.04 

TOTAL  LIVE  & 

STILL  BIRTHS 

56 

47 

103 

8,366 

TOTAL  DEATHS 

(All  ages) 

56 

49 

105 

Rate  per  1 ,000 

population 

•  •  •  90c 

15*6 

10.4 

12.77 

INFANT  DEATHS 

(under  1  year) 

Legitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Illegitimate 

— 

m  ■  ■- 

— 

. 

Totals 

— 

1 

130 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES 


Total  infant  deaths  per  1 ,000  total 

live  "births  ..»  9*8  15*82 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1 ,000 

legitimate  live  births .  10.0  15*93 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1 ,000 

illegitimate  live  births .  -  13*45 

NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATES 

(deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1 ,000  total 

live  births  . 9*8  10.83 

EARLY  NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 
(deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000  total 

live  births .  9*8  8.9 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 

(still  births  &  deaths  under  1  week 
combined  per  1 ,000  total  live  &  still 

births)  . .  ...  ...  I9.4  26.8 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total  live  &  still 

births . .  9.7  0.12 


Englaa 
&  Wale. 
rovisij 

19*1 

819,4! 

12.0 

H,39 

21.6 

15*5 

32.2 

0.33 
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CAUSES  OP  DEATH 


(As  given  "by  the  Registrar— Goner  u.'l  Tor  1961) 

Male  Female 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . . 

Tuberculosis,  other  . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ...  • 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ... 
Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  • 

Coronary  Disease,  angina  . 

Other  heart  disease  .  ... 

Other  circulatory  disease  . 

Pneumonia . . . 

Bronchitis  ..  ...  ...  . 

Other  respiratory  diseases  . .  ... 

Nephritis  &  Nephrosis  ...  ...  ... 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  &  abortion..  . 
Other  defined  &  ill-defined  diseases 
Suicide  . 


1 

1 


6 

1 

8 

8 

4 

3 

2 

3 

1 

1 

14 

3 


1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

9 

5 
3 

1 


1 

20 

1 


Disease 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


Total  Cases  Notified 


,  Measles  ...  ...  ...  «<>.  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Scarlatina  (Scarlet  Fever)  . 1 

Whooping  Cough  .  2 

Tuberculosis  s  Respiratory . ...  1 

Other  «o.  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  ?5 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  (SEC. 47)  &  AMENDMENT  ACT,  1951 
No  cases  occurred  requiring  action  under  the  provisions  of  these  Acts. 
ANNUAL  RETURN  OF  FOOD  POISONING  NOTIFICATIONS 


There  were  no  Food  Poisoning  Notifications  during  the  year. 

NOTES  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1961 

(Although  as  a  general  rule  the  figures  are  too  small  for  much  significance 
to  be  attached  to  them,  nevertheless  certain  broad  statements  can  be  made) . 

Population 

The  Registrar's  estimate  of  the  population  of  Wells  for  mid-year  1961  is 
6,750  which  is  170  more  than  the  estimate  for  i960. 
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NOTES  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS  1961  (©ontirmod) 


Births 


Live  births  in  I96I  totalled  102  which  is  9  less  than  the  figure 
for  the  previous  year. 

The  birth  rate  was  15*1  which  is  slightly  less  than  the  figure 
for  I960. 

The  Registrar  now  provides  a  correction  factor  for  birth  rates, 
and  in  the  case  of  Wells  this  factor  is  1 .01  which  gives  a  corrected 
birth  rate  of  15*2  compared  with  the  rate  of  17*4  for  England  and  Wales, 
and  the  corrected  rate  for  Somerset  of  16. 58. 

The  number  of  still  births,  per  1,000  live  and  still  births,  was 
9*7  compared  with  8.9  for  the  previous  year  and  is  little  morw  than  half 
the  rate  for  the  County  (18.04)  and  England  &  Wales  19.1. 

Deaths 

The  recorded  or  Crude  Death  Rate  was  15*6,  which  is  a  lower  figure 
than  that  of  last  year  (16. 9)*  The  Corrected  Death  Rate  (Registrar^ 
correction  figure  O.67)  was  10.4  compared  with  the  figure  of  12*77  for 
Somerset  and  12.0  for  England  and  Wales. 

Infant  Mortality 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was  9*8  compared  with  18  in  i960  -  the 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  Somerset  in  I96I  being  15*82,  and  England  and 
Wales  21.6. 

The  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  was  almost  half  that  of  i960,  and 
at  9.8  compares  favourably  with  that  of  10.83  for  Somerset  and  15*5  for 
England  and  Wales  in  1961. 

The  peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  was  19*4  as  against  26.8  for  the 
previous  year,  and  the  figures  of  26*8  for  Somerset  and  32.2  for  England 

and  Wales  in  I96I  • 

Maternal  Mortality 

The  occurrence  of  one  maternal  death  during  the  year  unfortunately 
gave  a  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1 ,000  total  live  and  still  births  of 
9«7  as  against  nil  the  previous  year,  and  an  England  and  Wales  rate 
of  0.33. 

Causes  of  Death 


Cardio-Vasoular  Disease  -  Diseases  of  the  cardio-vascular  system 
continue  to  be  the  cause  of  the  largest  number  of  deaths,  and  the  number 
(40)  corresponds  closely  to  the  figure  of  37  for  last  year.  Of  these, 
the  largest  number  (17)  were  due  to  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous 
system,  closely  followed  by  coronary  disease  (13) • 

Cancer  -  Deaths  from  Cancer  decreased  to  13  as  against  last 
year’s  total  of  16  -  of  these,  lymphatic  neoplasms  and  malignant  types 
other  than  lung,  breast  or  uterus  constituted  by  far  the  major  part  ( 1 0)  • 
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REPORT  OP  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Introduction 

Luring  I96I  Lr.  A.  W.  Woolley  relinquished  his  duties  as  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  Borough,  a  position  he  held  since  September 
1949°  I  wish  to  record  my  appreciation  for  the  ready  advice  and  counsel 
which  I  always  received  from  him,  and  for  the  cordial  and  happy 
co-operation  which  existed  in  the  department. 


WATER  SUPPLY 


Quantity 

The  total  daily  consumption  of  water  in  the  City  was  on  average 
329,800  gallons.  This  consumption  represents  40.1  gallons  per  head  per  day. 

Sources 


(a)  Public  The  main  source  of  supply  of  the  City  water  is  from  the 
Holes  Ash  and  Vigo  Spring  areas  on  the  southern  slopes  of  the  Mendip  Hills 
and  from  two  boreholes  situated  at  the  Athletic  Ground. 

00  Private  There  are  also  three  private  borehole  supplies  and  the 
water  supplied  by  these  is  mainly  used  for  industrial  purposes. 

The  Tudway  Estates  have  a  water  supply  which  is  piped  to  a  small 
number  of  houses  in  the  City  and  also  supplies  the  Cathedral  Grammar  School. 
This  supply,  derived  from  a  spring  on  the  Mendip  Hills,  is  fed  to  a 
reservoir  at  Walcombe  and  thence  for  distribution.  The  supply  is  subject 
to  occasional  contamination  and  regular  routine  checks  are  made. 

The  results  below  were  of  samples  of  water  taken  for  bacteriological 
and  chemical  examination  from  public  and  private  supplies j- 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS 


RAW  WATER 

AFTER  TREATMENT 

Bacteriological 

Chemical 

Bacteriological  1  Chemical 

Sat . 

Unsat. 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

Sat. 

Unsat . 

nil. 

nil . 

2 

nil. 

16 

4 

nil. 

nil. 

The  4  unsatisfactory  bacteriological  samples  were  from  the  Tudway  Estates 
piped  supply. 
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Chemical  Examination 


Details  of  typical  results  of  chemical  examinations  were  as  follows s- 


All  results  in 

parts  per  million 

Holes  Ash  Spring 

Borehole 

Physical  Characters 

Clear  &  bright 

Clear  &  bright 

Reaction 

Very  slightly 
alkaline  p.h.  7*3 

Very  slightly 
alkaline  p.h.  7.2 

•Total  Solids 

180.0 

485.O 

Alkalinity  (as  Ca  Co^) 

140.0 

280.0 

Total  Hardness 

145-0 

345.0 

( a)  Permanent 

nil. 

65.O 

(h)  Temporary 

145-0 

280.0 

Chloride  (as  Cl) 

13.0 

20.0 

Ammonia 

0.002 

0.002 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

0.040 

0.024 

Nitrates 

0.8 

1.4 

Nitrites 

nil . 

nil. 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hrs  at  27 °C 

0.15 

0.15 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

3.0 

15.0 

Sediment 

none 

none 

Hardness 

The  water  from  the  Spring  supplies  is  slightly  hard  and  entirely 
temporary.  The  Borehole  water  is  a  very  hard  water  and  mainly  temporary. 
Both  waters  are  of  satisfactory  chemical  purity. 
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Piped  Supplies 


Most  of  the  houses  in  the  City  have  an  internal  piped  supply. 
There  are  still  a  comparatively  large  number  of  houses,  estimated  at 
200,  which  obtain  their  supplies  from  taps  situated  externally  and 
usually  at  the  rear  of  the  premises.  In  many  cases  this  supply  point 
is  shared  by  two  or  more  houses.  The  majority  of  these  houses  are  in 
the  Council’s  Slum  Clearance  programme. 

Rainfall 

The  rainfall  figure  for  I96I  was  29.89  inches.  Previous  years 
rainfall  figures  were  as  follows 5- 

1956  23.62  inches 

1957  31.15  inches 

1958  34.92  inches 

1959  28.47  inches 

1960  40.76  inches 


PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 

Samples  of  water  are  taken  from  the  open  air  Public  Swimming  Baths 
at  Princes  Road  during  the  summer  season.  The  samples  are  taken  from 
the  inlet  or  shall ow  end  and  from  the  outlet  or  deep  end.  Samples  are 
also  taken  from  the  childrens  Paddling  Pool. 

Water  for  the  baths  is  taken  from  the  mains  supply  and  passes 
through  a  continuous  pressure  sand  filter  and  is  chlorinated.  The 
turnover  of  the  water  in  the  baths  takes  place  every  four  hours. 

The  daily  average  number  of  bathers  during  the  season  was  370* 
Samples 


Fifteen  samples  were  taken  from  the  Swimming  Pool  and  six  samples 
from  the  Paddling  Pools- 


Satisfactory 

Suspicious 

Unsatisfactory 

Swimming  Pool 

13 

1 

1 

Paddling  Pool 

4 

1 

1 
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SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


Methods  of  Disposal 

Almost  all  the  houses  and  premises  in  the  City  are  served  hy 
main  sewer. 

There  are  approximately  40  houses  using  septic  tank  and  soakaway 
systems  or  the  conservancy  system.  Usually  this  is  because  they  are 
not  served  try  a  sewer  within  a  reasonable  distance,  or  because  adjacent 
sewers  are  not  at  suitable  depths.  They  are,  for  the  most  part, 
isolated  from  the  main  urban  area  of  the  town,  generally  being  situated 
at  the  boundaries  of  the  district.  They  do  not  create  a  nuisance  but 
due  to  the  clayey  nature  of  the  subsoil  of  the  district,  there  is  a 
tendency  for  ponding  to  take  place  on  the  soakaway  area,  especially 
during  periods  of  heavy  rainfall  and  in  the  winter  when  loss  from 
evaporation  is  at  a  minimum. 

Progress  in  this  direction  was  made  during  the  year  by  the 
provision  of  a  sewer  along  Wookey  Hole  Road  from  the  junction  of  Ash 
Lane  to  the  City  boundary  at  Goodymoor  Lane.  Ten  houses  which 
previously  had  only  septic  tank  and  soakaway  means  of  disposal  are 
now  able  to  connect  to  this  sewer  and  nine  have  already  done  so. 

The  nuisance  from  foul  smelling  sewage  entering  the  ditch  on  the  north 
side  of  Wookey  Hole  Road  has,  therefore,  been  eliminated. 

Sewer  Extensions 

Sewer  extensions  during  the  year  were  as  followss- 


Council  Extension 


Wookey  Hole  Road 


140  yds  of  9”  sewer 


Private  Estates 


Goodymoor  Estate 


170  yds  of  4"  sewer 
350  yds.  of  6"  sewer 


Welsford  Avenue 


350  yds  of  6n  sewer 
120  yds  of  4"  sewer 
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Effluents 


By  arrangement  with  the  Somerset  County  Public  Analyst,  monthly 
samples  are  taken  by  the  Surveyor’s  Department  for  chemical  analysis, 
and  to  ensure  that  the  final  discharge  to  the  watercourse  complies 
with  the  recommended  limits. 

Of  the  12  samples  taken  7  were  satisfactory  whilst  5  were  slightly 
below  recommended  limits. 

A  typical  average  report  on  a  sample  of  the  sewage  effluent  wass- 


Parts  per  million 

Physical  characters 

Fairly  clear 

Reaction 

Very  slightly  alkaline 

pH 

7-4 

Solids  in  suspension 

15.0 

Total  alkalinity  (as  Ca  Co^) 

270.0 

Chloride  (as  Cl) 

40.0 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  (as  N) 

5.2 

Organic 

4.5 

Nitrate 

26.0 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate 
in  4  hours  at  27°  C. 

7.0 

Biochemical  Oxygen  demand  in  5 
days  at  20  C. 

21.0 

This  is  an  effluent  of  fairly  satisfactory  quality,  when  judged  on 
the  recommended  limits  of  30  parts  per  million  suspended  solids  and  20 
parts  per  million  biochemical  oxygen  demand  for  an  effluent  to  be 
discharged  to  a  clean  river  or  stream  where  the  dilution  is  not  less 
than  one  in  eight. 
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RIVER  POLLUTION 


Number  of  cases  dealt  with  during  the  year  . . .  .  Nil. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION 


A  weekly  combined  refuse  and  salvage  collection  is  carried  out  in 
the  City.  Trade  refuse  is  removed  on  payment. 

Disposal  of  household  and  trade  refuse  is  hy  semi  controlled 
tipping  on  the  sites  adjacent  to  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  and  would 
be  much  improved  if  a  full  system  of  controlled  tipping  were  adopted. 
The  lack  of  covering  material  and  insufficient  labour  force  are  the 
main  reasons  which  prevent  this  at  present. 

HOUSING 


Housing  Programme 

During  the  year  no  Council  houses  reached  completion,  as  shown  in 
the  table  below,  but  by  the  end  of  the  year  28  dwellings  were  under 
construction,  26  at  Broad  Close  and  2  at  Burcott  Road.  Twelve  of  these 
at  Broad  Close  are  two  bedroom  bungalows  and  there  is  also  1  two 
bedroom  type  house  on  this  site.  The  remaining  13  houses  on  the  Broad 
Close  site  are  3  bedroom  type.  The  two  houses  at  Burcott  Road  are 
two  bedroom  type. 

Of  the  28  houses  under  construction  16  are  intended  for  letting  at 
economic  rentals.  These  latter  are  intended  to  rehouse  persons  under 
Slum  Clearance  Schemes. 


Houses 

erected 

Houses  in  course 
of  construction 

Slum 

Clearance 

Other 

Purposes 

Slum 

Clearance 

Other 

Purposes 

Local  Authority 

Nil. 

Nil. 

12 

16 

Private  Enterprise 

Nil. 

82 

Nil. 

48 

Total 

Nil. 

82 

12 

64 
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Houses  erected  in  previous  years  were  as  follows?— 


Local  Authority  Private  Enterprise  Total 


1956  ... 

0  •  •  •••  18 

28 

46 

1957  ... 

. 23 

38 

61 

1958  ... 

*  e  •  •  •  •  7 

59 

66 

1959  ... 

0  9  9  •  0  •  11 

57 

68 

i960  ... 

•  O  O  •  9  Q  2  t 

69 

90 

Total  number  of  post  war  houses  completeds- 

By  Local  Authority  421 

By  Private  Enterprise  41 1 

Total  732 

Houses  sold  Ho  Council  houses  were  sold  during  1961. 

OVERCROWDING 

Three  serious  cases  of  overcrowding  were  reported  in  I96I •  In  one 
of  the  cases  the  overcrowding  was  in  a  Council  house  and  this  was 
relieved  by  rehousing.  One  case  was  in  privately  owned  premises  and  the 
overcrowding  was  abated  by  a  family  finding  other  accommodation.  The 
third  case  in  premises  owned  by  the  County  Council  still  remains  to  be 
dealt  with. 

In  general  the  overcrowding  position  in  the  City  is  not  serious, 
but  in  recent  years  isolated  cases  have  increased  and  when  discovered 
are  found  to  be  extremely  severe,  especially  in  regard  to  separate 
sleeping  accommodation  for  the  sexes. 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS. 

The  Council  have  always  operated  the  Improvement  Grant  Scheme. 

This  year  there  has  been  a  heavy  increase  in  the  number  of  applicants 
for  both  type  of  grant,  but  especially  for  Standard  Grant  amenities. 

This  latter  is  due  in  part  to  the  Standard  Grant  scheme  becoming  more 
widely  known  and  also  because  the  requirements  concerning  this  type 
of  grant  are  not  so  stringent  as  in  the  case  of  the  more  comprehensive 
Improvement  Grant.  Also  the  main  amenity  required  in  the  older  type 
house  is  a  bathroom  and  hot  water  and  those  are  sufficiently  covered 
by  the  Standard  Grant. 

The  number  of  applications  for  grants  from  owner/occupiers 
heavily  outweigh  applications  from  landlords. 
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Houses  proviouo  yo ni»o  wore  ao-f ol-lowo  >- 

Improvement  Grants 

Number  of  applications  and  houses  dealt  with  during  the  years- 


Received 

Approved 

Applications 

No.  of  houses 

Applications 

No.  of  houses 

10 

14 

10 

14 

Number  of  applications  approved  in  respect  of  owner/occupiers  ...  7 


Average  cost  per  dwelling  approved  ...  ...  • . .  •  ...£528 

Average  amount  of  grant  per  dwelling  ...  ...  . £264 


Total  amount  of  grant  payments  by  local  authority  . . £3696 


The  total  number  of  applications  approved  since  commencement  of  grant 
scheme  in  1954  is  58* 


Standard  Grants 


Number  of  applications  received  . .  ...  22 

Number  of  applications  approved  . .  . .  ...  20 


Number  of  applications  from  owner/occupier  (approved) .  13 

Number  of  applications  from  landlords  (approved)..  ...  ...  7 

Total  amount  of  grants  approved . .  .  £2625 

Average  cost  per  dwelling  approved  ...  ...  .  £  131 

Types  of  amenities  provided i- 


Baths  1 4 
Washhand  Basins  1 4 
Hot  Water  Supplies  19 
W.C’s  (internal)  16 
Pood  Stores  1 5 

Total  78 


-  15  - 


SLUM  CLEARANCE  ML  UNFIT  HOUSES 


Luring  1961  further  inspections  were  made  by  the  Housing 
Committee  for  Slum  Clearance  purposes  of  27  houses  at  Southover, 
including  Fosters  Court  and  Greens  Place,  Southover,  hut  no  further 
action  was  taken  in  regard  to  this  area. 

Lemolition  has  taken  place  of  15  houses  at  Priest  Row  and 
Chamberlain  Street  which  were  declared  a  Clearance  Area  in  1 958  and 
which  were  later  purchased  by  the  Council. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  2 6  houses  were  under  construction  at  Broad 
Close  some  of  which  are  intended  to  rehouse  persons  from  substandard 
property. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  still  remained  behind  in  their 
programme  for  clearance  and  improvement  of  substandard  houses  in  the 
City. 

Houses  Lemolished 


(a)  Houses  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas . .  •  ...  15 

(b)  Houses  demolished  not  in  Clearance  Areas  and  as  a  result 

of  procedure  under  Section  17  (l)  of  the  Housing  Act  1957  •••  2 

Unfit  Houses  Closed 

(a)  Under  Sections  1 6,  17  and  35  of  the  Housing  Act  1957  .  1 

(b)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  under  Section  18  of  the  Housing  Act  1957  -  Nil 

(c)  By  informal  procedure  . .  . .  -  Nil 

Unfit  Houses  made  fit  and  in  which  defects  were  remedied 


(a)  After  informal  action  by  Local  Authority  ...  . .  64 

(b)  After  formal  notice  under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  ...  Nil 
Unfit  Houses  in  Temporary  Use 

(Housing  Act  1957) . . . .  •  •••  .  •  ••  Nil 

Purchase  of  Houses  by  Agreement 

Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  purchased  in  the  year  ...  ...  Nil 
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HOUSING  INSPECTIONS 


Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts . .  .  81 

Number  of  inspections  for  the  purpose  ...  . .  102 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub  heading  1  (a) 
above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidation  Regulations  1925  -  1932  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 


Number  of  inspections  made  for  purpose  ..  . .  ...  41 

Number  of  houses  in  which  no  action  was  found  necessary  . .  ...  24 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous 

and  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  36 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  . . .  ..  •  •  57 


Action  under  Statutory  Powers 

Proceedings  under  Sections  9>  ”10  and  12  of  the  Housing  Act  1957  -  Nil 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  .  Nil 

Proceedings  under  Section  18  of  the  Housing  Act  1957  ••  * • *  ...  Nil 
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POOD  INSPECTION 


The  quantity  of  food  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 
during  the  year  amounted  to  950  lhs. 

Visits  to  food  premises  resulted  in  the  following  quantities  of 
food  "being  disposed  of  as  unfit  for  human  consumption s- 

Canned  Goods 


Meat  Pies 

9  lbs. 

Corned  Beef  &  Mutton 

292  lbs. 

Sausages 

9 

u 

Cooked  Ham 

42  " 

Bath  Chaps 

2 

11 

Fish 

4  " 

Pork 

4 

1! 

Vegetables 

14  " 

Beef 

133 

II 

Fruit 

77  " 

Fish  Cakes 

12 

II 

Cooked  Chicken 

2 

II 

429  lbs. 

Ducks 

13 

II 

Bacon 

11 

II 

Frozen  Egg 

5  6 

If 

Cavke 

10 

1! 

Biscuits 

77 

II 

Jam 

4 

It 

Chocolate 

146 

tl 

Prawns 

29 

II 

Miscellaneous 

4 

If 

521  lhs. 


ICE  CREAM 


Number  of  Premises  Registered 

(a)  For  manufacture  only  Nil 

(b)  For  retail  only  19 

(c)  For  manufacture  and  retail  3 

Sampling 

The  total  number  of  samples  of  Ice  Cream  taken  during  the  year  was  20. 
All  the  samples  taken  were  satisfactory  and  in  the  highest  grade. 

The  results  were  as  follows s- 


Hot  Mix 

Cold  Mix 

Grade 

1 

10 

10 

Grade 

11 

— 

— 

Grade 

111 

— 

— 

Grade 

IV 

— 

— 

Totals 

10 

10 
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FOOD  PREMISES 


The  total  number  of  food  businesses  within  the  City  is  '  4-8. 
These  are  of  the  following  types 


Butchers  Shops 
Chemists  &  Druggists 
Confectionery  Shops 
Greengrocers  Shops 
Fish  Shops 
Fish  &  Chip  Shops 
Sweet  Shops 
General  Shops 
Cold  Stores 
Mobile  Shops 
Canteens 


8 

3 

9 

8 

2 

2 

21 

3 

1 

1 

5 


Grocers  Shops 
Cafes 

Licensed  Premises 
Snack  Bars 
Bakehouses 

School  Kitchens  S*.  Dining  Centres 
Hotels 

Guest  Houses 


Cheese  Stores 


2 

4 

5 
8 

20 

1 

3 


16 

9 

17 


A  total  of  92  visits  were  paid  to  food  premises  in  connection  with 
work  under  the  Councils  Clean  Food  Byelaws  and  the  Food.  Hygiene  Regulations 


1955- 


Two  premises  have  been  completely  reconstructed  to  meet  the  requiremente 
of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955*  This  has  meant  gutting  the  interior 
of  the  premises  and  re— designing. 

Improvements  Effected 

Food  Premises 


Complete  Reconstructions 
Extensions  of  inadequate  premises 
General  sanitary  conditions  improved 
Hot  Sc  Cold  water  supplied 
Additional  W.Cs  provided 
Sinks  provided 
Rooms  redecorated 
Rooms  replastered 
Clothes  cupboards  provided 
Improved  artificial  lighting 
Improved  ventilation 


28 

2 

0 


Cafes ,  Restaurants 


Contraventions  remedied 


4 


Total  56 
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MILK  SUPPLIES 


General 


Total  number  of  Dairy  Farms  7 
Total  number  of  Retailers  5 
Number  of  Producer/Retailers  inc.  in  0>)  i 
Number  of  licensed  pasteurisation  plants  1 


All  Milk  sold  in  the  borough  is  either  sterilised,  pasteurised 
or  tuberculin  tested. 

With  the  coming  into  effect  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designation) 
Regulations,  i960  licensing  of  all  dealers  in  milk  is  now  the 
responsibility  of  the  Food  &  Drugs  Authority  which  is  the  County 
Council.  It  is  therefore  no  longer  necessary  to  sample  milk 
supplies  in  the  City,  as  this  function  is  now  undertaken  by  the 
Somerset  County  Council.  Occasional  samples  are  submitted  for 
examination  as  a  check  upon  the  retailing  conditions. 


Milk  Sampling; 


Designation 

Samples  Taken 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Tuberculin  Tested 

8 

7 

1 

Accredited 

Nil 

— 

— 

Pasteurised 

Nil 

— 

— 

Sterilised 

Nil 

— 

— 

Totals 

8 

7 

1 

Biological  Sampling 


Number  taken  . . •  Nil 


-  20  - 


MEAT  SUPERVISION 


Number  of  Licensed  Slaughterhouses  in  District  1 
Number  of  Licensed  Knackers  Yards  in  District  Nil 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  during  the  years- 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep  &  Lambs 

Number  killed 

101 

14 

215 

Number  inspected 

101 

14 

215 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

fa)  Whole  carcases  condemned 
(b)  Carcases  of  which  some  part 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

or  organ  was  condemned 

26 

Nil 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  only 

fa)  Whole  carcases  condemned 
(b)  Carcases  of  which  some  part 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

or  organ  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Weight  of  Meat  Condemned  (in  lbs) 

fa)  Tuberculosis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Other  Diseases 

252 

Nil 

Nil 

No  pigs,  cows  cr  horses  were  killed  in  1961* 
Disposal  of  Condemned  Food 


Disposal  of  condemned  food  is  by  burial  at  the  Refuse  Disposal  Tip 
at  Burcott  Road,  or  by  arrangement  with  knackers  who  operate  a  daily 
collection  service  from  Bristol. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


Sewer  Maintenance  Treatment 


One  sewer  maintenance  test  treatment  was  undertaken  during  the  year-. 

There  are  110  manholes  on  the  sewer  system  in  the  City.  Test 
Treatment  of  10  manholes  at  strategic  points  was  undertaken  and  as  the 
result  was  negative,  further  treatment  was  not  necessary. 

Surface  Infestations 


The  year  was  free  from  serious  rat  infestation  and  this  was  no  doubt 
due  to  the  clear  condition  of  the  sewers. 

Thirty-one  complaints  of  surface  infestation  were  received  and  ten 
separate  treatments  were  carried  out  by  the  rodent  operative.  Warfarin 
was  used  as  the  poison  for  most  treatments  except  in  one  instance  where 
Zinc  Phosphide  was  used. 

Details  are  given  below  in  the  form  required  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries s- 


Local 

Dwelling 

Others 

Authority 

Houses 

including 

Business 

Premises 

Agric. 

Total 

Number  of  Properties 

in  area 

12 

2006 

662 

26 

2706 

Number  of  Properties 

inspected  as  a 
result  ofs- 

(a)  Notification 

— 

23 

8 

- 

31 

(b)  Survey 

12 

27 

18 

26 

83 

Infested  Properties 

(a)  Rats  )  Major 

1 

— 

1 

)  Minor 

— 

5 

4 

— 

9 

(b)  Mice  )  Major 

— 

— 

— 

— 

)  Minor 

•— 

— 

~ * 

*.1 

Notices  served  under  the  Act  -  Nil 
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FACTORIES 


The  number  of  factories  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  .49* 

The  number  of  inspections  was  $1  and  included  at  least  one  visit 
to  each  factory..  An  abstract  of  the  results  of  these  inspections  in 
the  form  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service  is 
set  out  belows- 

Administration  of  the  Factories  Act  1937 
Part  1  of  the  Act 


Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number 

on 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
sections  1  ,2,3*4  & 

6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  in 
(i)  in  which 

Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

48 

50 

3 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out¬ 
workers  premises) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

49 

51 

3 

— 
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Factories  contd. 


Cases  in  which  defects  were  found s- 


J - - - - - 

Number  o: 
which  de: 
foi 

f  cases  in 
fects  were 
jnd 

Number  of  cases  in 
which  prosecutions 
were  instituted 

Particulars 

(D 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

(6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

2 

2 

Nil 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

5 

5 

Nil 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

— 

— 

Nil 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

mmm 

•Mg 

Nil 

Total 

7 

7 

Nil 

Part  V1 11  of  the  Act 


Outwork 


Wearing  apparel 
(making) 


Number  of  outworkers  in  August  list 
required  by  Section  10  (i)  (c) 


3 


Diseases  of  Animals 


Waste  Foods  Order  1957 


The  Coun+y  Council’s  functions  under  this  Order  are  delegated 
to  this  Council. 

There  is  one  boiling  plant  and  premises  dealing  with  waste  foods 
in  the  district  and  this  v;as  inspected  on  two  occasions  during  the 
year  to  ensure  that  compliance  with  the  Order  was  being  observed.  In 
both  cases  the  premises  were  in  a  satisfactory  condition  and  were 
reported  upon  as  such  to  the  County  Council. 


Pet  Shops 


There  is  one  licensed  pet  shop  in  the  borough  and  regular  visits 
are  made  to  ensure  that  the  conditions  of  the  licence  are  observed. 


Dr.  D.  E»  Clare 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Ho  C.  Birch 

Public  Health  Inspector 
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